
PSCI 3206, Environment & Public Policy, Fall 2023 / page 1 of 15 

 

mailto:nancy.billica@colorado.edu
mailto:michelle.benedum@colorado.edu
mailto:dania.arayssi@colorado.edu


PSCI 3206, 



PSCI 3206, Environment & Public Policy, Fall 2023 / page 3 of 15 

 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2021/climate-environment/biden-climate-environment-actions/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2021/climate-environment/biden-climate-environment-actions/


PSCI 3206, Environment & Public Policy, Fall 2023 / page 4 of 15 
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http://intersector.com/case-library/
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▪ Alejandra Borunda, “The origins of environmental justice—and why it’s finally getting the 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/environmentaljustice/news-and-updates/
http://www.pewresearch.org/topics/energy-and-environment/
https://theconversation.com/us/environment
http://www.pewresearch.org/topics/energy-and-environment/
http://www.pewresearch.org/topics/energy-and-environment/
https://www.cdc.gov/policy/polaris/policyprocess/problem-identification/index.html


http://www.epa.gov/
https://www.nrdc.org/stories/why-we-need-epa?gclid=CjwKCAjwtIXbBRBhEiwAWV-5nvUMraJNdWNR9KbXzmWm2qKvk0694MUTIag1AZZqmE-KWk0YeK8m3RoCJ-UQAvD_BwE
https://www.nrdc.org/stories/why-we-need-epa?gclid=CjwKCAjwtIXbBRBhEiwAWV-5nvUMraJNdWNR9KbXzmWm2qKvk0694MUTIag1AZZqmE-KWk0YeK8m3RoCJ-UQAvD_BwE
http://www.votesmart.org/resource_govt101_02.php
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Week 8 (Oct 17 & 19)  
 

For Tuesday: In-class MIDTERM EXAM on Tuesday this week 
 

For Thursday:  National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) & Environmental Impact Statement 

(EIS) process 

Enacted in 1970, NEPA is a law that fundamentally changed federal government decisionmaking. 

Still in effect more than 50 years later, it requires assessment of environmental consequences of 

proposed federal agency actions and measures to prevent environmental harm. Today, given 

ever-widening political division, it is the subject of much controversy. Why is this? Should NEPA 

and the EIS process be revised? 

 

Reading: 

▪ James Salzman & Barton H. Thompson, “The National Environmental Policy Act,” Chapter 

12 in Environmental Law & Policy, 4th ed. (Foundation Press, 2014); on Canvas (17 pages) 

Recommended: 

▪ Tiffany Middleton, “What is an Environmental Impact Statement?” March 02, 2021, a 

Teaching Legal Docs report from the American Bar Association; on Canvas (5 pages) 

▪ Dino Grandoni & Anna Phillips, “Biden restores climate safeguards in key environmental 

law, reversing Trump,” The Washington Post, April 19, 2022; on Canvas 

▪ Familiarize yourself with the US Environmental Protection Agency information on NEPA, 

https://www.epa.gov/nepa  

▪ Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ), Executive Office of the President, A Citizen’s 

Guide to the NEPA: Having Your Voice Heard, December 2007, available at 

https://ceq.doe.gov/docs/get-involved/Citizens_Guide_Dec07.pdf  

 

Week 9 (Oct 24 & 26) – The elements of policy design & introducing the Clean Air Act 

Policy design involves choices across several basic elements, including policy goals, target 

populations, administrative agents, and the policy tools through which change is expected to take 

effect. What influences those choices? What are the basic elements that were adopted in the Clean 

Air Act of 1970? 

 

Reading: 

▪ Smith, The Environmental Policy Paradox

https://www.epa.gov/nepa
https://ceq.doe.gov/docs/get-involved/Citizens_Guide_Dec07.pdf
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Week 10 (Oct 31 & Nov 2) – Regulating air quality  

When adopted, the Clean Air Act of 1970 ushered in a new and powerful role for the US federal 

government in addressing environmental protection. The command-and-control regulatory 

structure was designed to hold polluters accountable. It has proven effective in many ways in 

terms of achieving better air quality, but not without continuing challenges. What are these 

challenges, what alternatives have arisen, to what effect, and what criteria might be used in 

evaluating other options? 

 

Reading: 

▪ Michael Kraft & Scott Furlong, “Assessing Policy Alternatives,” Chap 6 in Public Policy: 

Politics, Analysis, and Alternatives; on Canvas 

▪ Judith A. Layzer, “Market-Based Solutions: Acid Rain and the Clean Air Act Amendments of 

1990,” Chap. 5 in The Environmental Case: Translating Values Into Policy; on Canvas.  

▪ Sean Reilly, “EPA Leaves Americans in the Dark on Toxic Air Pollution,” EE News, March 

29, 2023; available at https://www.eenews.net/articles/broken-system-propels-air-toxics-

monitoring-gaps/ 

Recommended: 

▪ US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), “Regulatory and Guidance Information by 

Topic: Air,” available at https://www.epa.gov/regulatory-information-topic/regulatory-and-

guidance-information-topic-air  

 

NO ASSIGNMENT DUE THIS WEEK. Plan to work on Policy Project Part A, due 

Monday, Nov. 6.   

 

Week 11 (Nov 7 & 9

https://www.eenews.net/articles/broken-system-propels-air-toxics-monitoring-gaps/
https://www.eenews.net/articles/broken-system-propels-air-toxics-monitoring-gaps/
https://www.epa.gov/regulatory-information-topic/regulatory-and-guidance-information-topic-air
https://www.epa.gov/regulatory-information-topic/regulatory-and-guidance-information-topic-air
https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/inventory-us-greenhouse-gas-emissions-and-sinks
https://www.rff.org/regions/united-states-and-canada/federal-climate-policy-toolkit/#:~:text=Overview-,RFF's%20Federal%20Climate%20Policy%20Toolkit%20is%20a%20series%20of%20explainers,emissions%20in%20the%20United%20States.
https://www.mrfcj.org/principles-of-climate-justice/
https://www.mrfcj.org/principles-of-climate-justice/
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Week 12 (Nov 14 & 16) – Policy to protect water quality 

Water. Essential, the foundation of all life, and critical to all human activity. What measures are 

being taken to protect water quality – to ensure that our waterways are not polluted, that the 

water we drink is clean? Are current policy approaches enough? We will examine both the Clean 

Water Act (CWA) and the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) 

 

 

Reading: 

▪ Smith, The Environmental Policy Paradox, Chap 6 

▪ Congressional Research Service (CRS), “Clean Water Act: A Summary of the Law,” October 

18, 2016; on Canvas 

▪ Congressional Research Service (CRS), “Regulating Contaminants Under the Safe Drinking 

Water Act,” updated January 5, 2022; on Canvas (providing a good overview of the SDWA) 

Recommended: 

▪ US EPA, “Introduction to the Clean Water Act” (especially pp 1-13); on Canvas. 

▪ 

https://www.kunc.org/western-water-coverage


https://www.ewg.org/key-issues/toxics/chemical-policy
https://www.epa.gov/toxics-release-inventory-tri-program/toxic-chemical-risk-and-health-resources
https://www.epa.gov/toxics-release-inventory-tri-program/toxic-chemical-risk-and-health-resources
https://www.npr.org/tags/533221527/endangered-species-act
https://www.fws.gov/endangered/laws-policies/
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Class lecture materials 
 

http://www.colorado.edu/policies/student-classroom-and-course-related-behavior
/sccr/student-conduct
/sccr/student-conduct
/oiec/
/oiec/
/oiec/
/healthcenter/coronavirus-updates/symptoms-and-what-do-if-you-feel-sick
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/disabilityservices/
mailto:dsinfo@colorado.edu
http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices/students/temporary-medical-conditions
/sccr/honor-code
/sccr/honor-code
mailto:honor@colorado.edu
/sccr/honor-code
/sccr/honor-code
/sccr/honor-code
/oiec/policies/discrimination-harassment-policy/protected-class-definitions
mailto:cureport@colorado.edu
/oiec/reporting-resolutions/making-report
/oiec/reporting-resolutions/making-report
http://www.colorado.edu/institutionalequity/
http://www.colorado.edu/institutionalequity/
/dontignoreit/
/dontignoreit/
/dontignoreit/


http://www.colorado.edu/policies/observance-religious-holidays-and-absences-classes-andor-exams
/counseling/
/health/academiclivecare
/health/academiclivecare

