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UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO BOULDER 
TOPICS IN DEVELOPMENT, HISTORY & POLITICAL ECONOMY

ECON 4774 ONLINE SYLLABUS, SUMMER 2020 
INSTRUCTOR: PROF. MURAT IYIGUN 

Email murat.iyigun@colorado.edu 

Mobile   

• This is my cell phone number. Call or text anytime between 8am – 8pm MTN.  I sometimes have my phone
turned off during the middle of the day, but leave a message when it is a good time to get a hold of you and I
will call you back.

Office Hours 
• Online Office Hours: Tuesdays 12
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graded discussion questions, homeworks and quizzes, exams, and various outside sources of information such as 
additional readings and video content, among other content.   

COURSE OUTLINE 
Review the separate weekly class schedule found on Canvas under “Syllabus” link. 

CLASS PARTICIPATION 
This course is designed to engage you through class discussions on the topics covered in the course materials. It is 
important that you participate in class discussions to facilitate learning by other students and gain exposure to different 
viewpoints of other students in the class. It is therefore necessary to participate throughout the week in the discussion 
questions, not wait until the last minute to post on discussion topics. 

EVALUATION AND GRADING 
Course grades will be determined by the completion of assignments, exams, and discussions, as shown below: 

Assignment*! "#$%&$'()!
*+,-.!

/.+0.12,*. !
In-Video Quizzes 12 5% 
Article Discussion Postings   4   15% 
Book Discussion Postings   4     15% 
Problem Sets   2 5% 
Proctored Midterm Exam   1  25% 
Proctored Cumulative Final Exam   1  35% 
232,4 !!5667!

*Keep a copy of all work created for the course, including work submitted through Canvas.

COURSE GRADING CRITERIA 
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8'9:;<$=!>&;??$@!– There will be in-video quizzes embedded in the lecture videos. You will get full credit for completing 
those on time.  

/#=AB$C!D$E@!– There will be two to four problem sets that are due at sets times.!

,#E;(B$!-;@(&@@;='!F=@E;'G – There will be four discussion postings. The discussion will occur asynchronously; I will post a 
discussion question and you will respond to the questions at your convenience prior to the due date. See the class 
schedule for due dates of posts and comments. Discussions are open book and open note. Discussions will be submitted 
through Canvas.  

H==I!-;@(&@@;='!F=@E;'G – There will be four book or article summaries and commentaries. After we review and cover 
the articles and books in different modules, I will post a set of 4-6 summary and opinion questions. Students will provide 
a written reply to one of those (double spaced and in no more than 300-350 words) which will be submitted through 
Canvas.  

.JKC@ – There will be two proctored exams. One midterm exam and a final exam. The exams are completed on Canvas 
and they will involve combinations of analytical problems, multiple choice questions and qualitative and comparative 
analyses of topics covered in articles and books covered in class. 

This course requires proctored examinations. 
The Department of Economics at the University of Colorado Boulder requires students to use the online proctoring tool, 
Proctorio, for their proctored exams. Proctorio allows students to complete an assessment at a remote location, such as 
their home, while helping to ensure the integrity of the exam. There is no cost to use this tool. 

• Please review Proctorio Minimum System Requirements to ensure you have the correct hardware and software
to use this tool. 

• Note that you are required to have a computer with a functioning webcam and microphone or have access to a
computer with a functioning webcam microphone to complete your exams. 

See Canvas for detailed information about proctoring. If you are in a rural area or on a military base, you may need to be 
approved to use a person as a proctor and information is provided on Canvas for this approval process. 

EXPECTATIONS OF INSTRUCTOR 
I take my role as your instructors very seriously, and, in fact, I care about how well you do in this course and that you 
have a satisfying, rewarding experience. To that end, it is our commitment to you to respond individually to the work 
you submit in this class and to return your work in a timely manner. If, however, due to unforeseeable circumstances, 
the grading of your work takes longer than the times I have listed here, I will keep you informed of my progress and 
make every effort to return your work with feedback as soon as I can. 

E-mail
Instructor Murat Iyigun murat.iyigun@colorado.edu
• All e-mail sent to me should contain the following: Course Name and Number (i.e., ECON 3070), Your Name,
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Office Hours 
• Online Office Hours: Thursdays 12-2 pm using Zoom 
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%*01$#!(-%"'./1"23!/-%"&-(-.$2-'.3!+$&$%%(*.2!$./4'&!&*#$2*/!&*2$#-$2-'. !

The University of Colorado Boulder (CU Boulder) is committed to fostering a positive and welcoming learning, working, 
and living environment. CU Boulder will not tolerate acts of sexual misconduct intimate partner abuse (including dating 
or domestic violence), stalking, protected-class discrimination or harassment by members of our community. Individuals 
who believe they have been subject to misconduct or retaliatory actions for reporting a concern should contact the 
Office of Institutional Equity and Compliance (OIEC) at 303-492-2127 or cureport@colorado.edu. Information about the 
OIEC, university policies, anonymous reporting, and the campus resources can be found on the OIEC website. 

Please know that faculty and instructors have a responsibility to inform OIEC when made aware of incidents of sexual 
misconduct, discrimination, harassment and/or related retaliation, to ensure that individuals impacted receive 
information about options for reporting and support resources. 

&*#-5-'1%!+'#-/$6%!

Campus policy regarding religious observances requires that faculty make every effort to deal reasonably and fairly with 
all students who, because of religious obligations, have conflicts with scheduled exams, assignments or required 
attendance. Because of the flexibility of timing of completion of assignments in this class, you must contact the 
instructor in at least two weeks in advance if you anticipate a religious holiday may impact your completion of 
coursework.  
For more information on the religious holidays most commonly observed by CU Boulder students consult the online 
interfaith calendar. 

PREFERRED STUDENT NAMES AND PRONOUNS 
CU Boulder recognizes that students' legal information doesn't always align with how they identify. Students may 
update their preferred names and pronouns via the student portal; those preferred names and pronouns are listed on 
instructors' class rosters. In the absence of such updates, the name that appears on the class roster is the student's legal 
name. 

COURSE WITHDRAWAL POLICY 
Any student who wishes to withdraw from the course must submit a request directly to Continuing Education. For 
complete information, please visit their website at https://ce.colorado.edu/resources/topics/dates-and-deadlines-
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