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University of Colorado, Boulder 

Department of Economics 

 

Econ 4514 

Economic History of Europe 

Spring 2012 

 

Lectures:  Tuesdays and Thursdays, 2:00-3:15 p.m.  

    HLMS 211 

 

Professor: Carol H. Shiue, office Econ 206B 

                       Email: shiue@colorado.edu  

                       Office hours: Fridays, noon - 3:00 p.m.  

 

 

Prerequisites:  Econ 3070 or 3080, Intermediate Micro or Intermediate Macro. 

 

Course Description: This course examines the transformation of European economies from a 

circumstance in which Malthusian population pressure on resources was the dominant historical force 

to one in which growth in income per-
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in the Second Millenium. (Princeton, 2007).  

 Joel Mokyr, The Lever of Riches: Technological Creativity and Economic Progress. (Oxford, 

1990) 

 Joel Mokyr, The Enlightened Economy: An Economic History of Britain. (Yale, 2010).  

 Douglass C. North, Structure and Change in Economic History. (W.W. Norton, 1981).    

 .HYLQ�2¶5RXrke and Jeffrey Williamson, Globalization and History: The Evolution of a 

Nineteenth Century Economy.  

 Persson, Karl Gunnar, An Economic History of Europe: Knowledge, Institutions, and Growthr, 



 

http://www.colorado.edu/policies/final_exam.html
http://www.colorado.edu/policies/academic-integrity-policy
http://www.colorado.edu/policies/student-classroom-and-course-related-behavior
http://www.colorado.edu/policies/student-classroom-and-course-related-behavior
http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices
http://www.colorado.edu/policies/fac_relig.html
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Topic Outline and Readings 

 

Abbreviations:  EG, Economic Geography 

      EEH, Explorations in Economic History 

      EHR, Economic History Review 

      JEH, Journal of Economic History 

      JEP, Journal of Economic Perspectives 

      JIH, Journal of Interdisciplinary History 

      JLE, Journal of Law and Economics 

      PDR, Population and Development Review 

      SSR, Social Science History 

 

Video clips used in this class are from WGBH production made in association with the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, selected titles: Feudal Order; Common life in the Middle Ages; 

Middle Ages; Late Middle Ages; The National Monarchies; The Renaissance and the New World.  

 

 

Part I 

   Preliminaries: Overview of Global Long-Run Growth 

 %URDGEHUU\�DQG�2¶5RXUNH��,QWURGXFtion, pp. 1-4. 

 Cameron and Neal, Ch. 1 and 2. 

 

  Malthusian Dynamics 

 Clark, Farewell to Alms, Ch. 2 and 3, "The Logic of the Malthusian Economy" and ³/LYLQJ�

6WDQGDUGV´. 

 In-class exercise on the Malthusian model. 

 

   Pre-Industrial Living Standards     

 TemiQ��³7KH�(FRQRP\�RI�WKH�(DUO\�5RPDQ�(PSLUH�´�JEP, Winter 2006. 

 Fogel. (2004). The Escape from Hunger and Premature Death, 1700-2100, Europe, America 

and the Third World, pp. 1-21.  

 

  Demography and Fertility  

 %URDGEHUU\�DQG�2¶5RXUNH��&K����³7KH�GHPRJUDSKLF WUDQVLWLRQ�DQG�KXPDQ�FDSLWDO´ 

 In-class exercise on growth rates and population.  

 

  European Family Structure and Marriage Patterns 

 'H�0RRU�DQG�9DQ�=DQGHQ��³*LUO�3RZHU: the European marriage pattern and labour markets in 

the North Sea region in the late mHGLHYDO�DQG�HDUO\�PRGHUQ�SHULRG´�EHR, Feb. 2010.   

 Hajnal, "Two kinds of pre-industrial household formation system," PDR, Sept 1982. 

 

    Agricultural Risks in Medieval Europe  

 Cameron and Neal, Ch. 3, pp. 44-54. 

 McCloskey, ³7KH�(QFORVXUH�RI�2SHQ�)LHOGV: Preface to a Study of Its Impact on the Efficiency 

of English Agriculture in the Eighteenth Century´ JEH, March 1972.  

 

Group A: Richardson, "The Prudent Village: Risk Pooling Institutions in the Medieval Village" 

JEH, June 2005, 65(2). 
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