
Syllabus for Principles of Microeconomics  
ECON 2010 Spring 2024 
9:05-9:55am on Monday, Wednesday, Friday.  
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Instructor: Dr. Daria Bottan (O’Brien, I just go married and am in process of changing last name). 
 
Email: daria.bottan@colorado.edu 
Office: 04B Economics Building (basement of Econ Building next door to the male bathroom) 
 
I am always happy to receive an email from you. Having said that: I typically do not answer emails 
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before you hear my explanations. I know it seems like an extra effort and most people (including 
myself) are always lazy to put in the extra effort. However contemplating questions is the best way 
to learn! Learning happens in your head, not on my slides. Attempting these questions on your 
own will aid your learning so much and will really help you get a higher grade on the exams (there 
is a lot of pedagogy research suggesting that). The one best thing you can do for yourself in this 
class is attempting to solve those questions. 
 
Why are Homework, in class questions and practice tests so important? Imagine yourself watching 
a video of someone playing guitar. Would you expect to pick up a guitar and be able to play 
immediately after watching the video? Intermediate Microeconomics is no different from playing 
guitar: you can’t expect to see me solve problems and then be able to actually solve them on the 
exams. Just like with the guitar you absolutely need to practice. I know it isn’t easy to practice, but 
it is the only way to get good at it. 
 
 
Recitation 
Recitations will be led by teaching assistants and will include: additional practice questions (best 
way to learn), discussion of topics covered in class. A recitation is a great opportunity to ask 
additional questions and get clarifications. Different thoughts, questions and opinions are valuable. 



 
There is no rounding. This rule holds regardless of how close you are to a grade cutoff. For 
example, 89.99 is a B+ and will not be rounded to an A-. 
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To compensate for the fact that there is no rounding I will occasionally offer extra credit activities. 
Those are bonus points and there is no way to recover them if you miss them.  
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Exams will consist of multiple choice questions. The questions will be based on the material 
covered during lectures. During most of the classes some time will be devoted to practicing 
multiple choice questions similar to those that will appear on the exams.  
 
If you miss an exam without documented excused absence, the grade for that exam will be zero. 
In case of an excused absence for the midterm exam, the weight of the midterm will be shifted to 
the final (final exam will have a weight of 55%). It is the responsibility of the student to inform 
the instructor about the excused absence as soon as possible. 
 
Currently Midterm Exam 1 is scheduled for February 26th  and Midterm Exam 2 is scheduled for 
April 8th. The exams will take place during class time. 
 
Final Exam will be in person(on Tuesday, May 7th 4:30-7pm 1:30-4pm. In our usual lecture hall 
(in person). 
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I will post the slides from the lectures after class however I strongly recommend you to come to 
class. You will get extra credit for it and will learn more! 
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You will do and submit Pre-lecture assignments through the following website: 
achieve.macmillanlearning.com To get full points for a pre-lecture assignment, you need to both 
watch videos (Pre-lectures) and answer questions regarding them (Bridge Questions) before the 
video lectures I’ll post. If either of the two is incomplete the grade for that Pre-lecture assignment 
is zero. Typically, we will have 2 Pre-lecture assignments per week. One assignment will be due 
at 9:00am before Monday class and the second assignment will be due at 9:00am before 
Wednesday class. Information about pre-lectures and when they are due will be available in a 
tentative calendar (posted in the same folder as the Syllabus on Canvas) and on canvas. The grade 
for pre-lectures will be based on completion rather than on correctness, you will get a full grade 
as long as you put reasonable effort in and complete the assignments.  
 
The due date of pre-lecture assignments will NOT be extended for any reason. However, I will 
drop the 2 Pre

http://achieve.macmillanlearning.com/


Important note regarding technical problems: there will be absolutely NO excuses accepted for 
technical problems. If you had technical problems you will have to use your free assignments 
(which is partly the reason they are offered). If you leave the assignment for the last minute, you 

https://www.cubookstore.com/bookaccess
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You might experience technical issues with Achieve. I know that is very frustrating and I am 
frustrated with you. I personally don’t know how to address most of the technical issues. I just 
know that the videos Achieve uses are the best in the industry and are substantially cheaper than 
most textbooks. So I hope you find it a worthwhile system to use as well. 
 
What to do if you experience technical issues: 
 
STEP 1: SELF-TROUBLESHOOT 

• Google Chrome is the recommended browser for the best Achieve experience 
• Allow pop-ups on your browser 
• Clear cache/cookies in your browser settings 
• Use a desktop or laptop computer 
• Reliable internet connection. Are others sharing bandwidth (streaming movies)? 

STEP 2: CONTACT CUSTOMER SUPPORT 
CLICK HERE to contact Customer Support 
(Chat with Customer Support, then either call tech support or email with Customer Support) 
  
STEP 3: EMAIL YOUR INSTRUCTOR 
If AFTER you contact tech support the issue is not resolved, please email me. When doing so, you 
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throughout the semester that students do not put the effort into answering the questions, I might 
make it dependent on performance. 
 
Iclicker points are bonus point, there is absolutely no way to recover them if they were missed 
regardless of why they were missed.  
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If the only thing you require as an accommodation in this class is extended time on the exam you 
do not need to email me in advance, just fill in the form below at least 2 weeks prior to the first 
midterm exam. It is very important that you fill in this form because otherwise you will NOT 
receive the extra time on the exam. 
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If you would like to talk to me about your experience with learning disabilities and you think I can 
be of help, please reach out. I would love to talk. I have a learning disability myself and I am 
committed to your success.  
 
If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit your accommodation 
letter from Disability Services to your faculty member in a timely manner so that your needs can 
be addressed.  Disability Services determines accommodations based on documented disabilities 
in the academic environment.  Information on requesting accommodations is located on the 
Disability Services website. Contact Disability Services at 303-492-8671 or dsinfo@colorado.edu 
for further assistance.  If you have a temporary medical condition, see Temporary Medical 
Conditions on the Disability Services website. 
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Classroom Behavior 
Both students and faculty are responsible for maintaining an appropriate learning environment in 
all instructional settings, whether in person, remote or online. Those who fail to adhere to such 
behavioral standards may be subject to discipline. Professional courtesy and sensitivity are 
especially important with respect to individuals and topics dealing with race, color, national origin, 
sex, pregnancy, age, disability, creed, religion, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender 
expression, veteran status, political affiliation or political philosophy.  For more information, see 
the classroom behavior policy, the Student Code of Conduct, and the Office of Institutional Equity 
and Compliance. 
 
Requirements for COVID-19 
As a matter of public health and safety, all members of the CU Boulder community and all visitors 
to campus must follow university, department and building requirements and all public health 
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will be asked to leave class, and students who do not leave class when asked or who refuse to 
comply with these requirements will be referred to Student Conduct and Conflict Resolution. For 
more information, see the policy on classroom behavior and the Student Code of Conduct. If you 
require accommodation because a disability prevents you from fulfilling these safety measures, 
please follow the steps in the “Accommodation for Disabilities” statement on this syllabus. 
If you feel ill and think you might have COVID-19, if you have tested positive for COVID-19, or 
if you are unvaccinated or partially vaccinated and have been in close contact with someone who 
has COVID-19, you should stay home and follow the further guidance of the Public Health Office 
(contacttracing@colorado.edu). If you are fully vaccinated and have been in close contact with 
someone who has COVID-19, you do not need to stay home; rather, you should self-monitor for 
symptoms and follow the further guidance of the Public Health Office 
(contacttracing@colorado.edu). 
)
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CU Boulder recognizes that students' legal information doesn't always align with how they identify. 
Students may update their preferred names and pronouns via the student portal; those preferred 
names and pronouns are listed on instructors' class rosters. In the absence of such updates, the 
name that appears on the class roster is the student's legal name. Most importantly
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