
Who are you, and what motivated you to become an archaeologist?

I got interested in archaeology from a young age, but I learned about my past, my pueblo’s past, in a much 
different way. Growing up as a Tewa person, I was surrounded what archaeologists would call archaeological 
sites or artifacts, but I learned about them as traces of my ancestors and the places they lived and built in the 



What would you say to young people considering a career in archaeology 
or anthropology?

To a young person from my Pueblo, I would tell them that archaeology and anthropology are really useful in 
understanding our own past and histories. Archaeology is not a replacement for a traditional understanding,  
but it supplements one. The past is so nuanced, it is so complex. A lot of times, neither archaeology nor 
traditional knowledge of the past capture this full complexity. Merging these two types of knowledge is useful 
for our communities. For young people outside of our community, I would say that you really have to engage 
with the communities that you work with. When studying the past, you really have to strive to build friendships, 
and to be a partner with Indigenous communities.

What challenges have you faced choosing the discipline that you’ve chosen, 
and how have you faced these challenges?

There are so many challenges being a Native person doing archaeology, because archaeology has a terrible 
legacy in Indigenous circles. Archaeology in the Southwest, since its inception, has been practiced in a way 
that really wasn’t considerate of Pueblo concerns. As a result, not many students want to enter the field of 
anthropology today.

When I became an archaeologist, I got pushback from friends, community members, elders who made 
o�anded comments—calling me a grave robber, or asking “what are you doing digging up your ancestors?” 
But the way I do archaeology is much different than has been practiced in the past. I try to use methods or 
techniques that are least harmful to the heritage resources in my community. I foreground traditional knowledge 
in the work that I do, and I use archaeology as a supplement to that knowledge. I helped establish San Ildefonso 
Pueblo’s Tribal Historic Preservation O�ce, which is like a hub for archaeology-related matters. We do a lot 
of compliance work, but we also do a lot of community engagement that shows the community that cultural 
resource management and archaeology can be beneficial for the Pueblo.

How does your work as an archaeologist connect with your role in and your 
responsibilities to your community?

I always see myself as a Pueblo person who happens to be an archaeologist, not the other way around. I always 
put the interests, wants, and needs of my community first before my own. In historic preservation for our 
community, this “community first” model is written into our Heritage Resources Plan, a founding document  
that we created to guide the work that we do.




